
Daschle: ‘ Middle-Class 
Families . . . Are Getting 
Shortchanged , Again’ 

Following are excerpts from the response to Newt Gin- 
grich’s speech by Senate Minority Leader Thomas A. 
Daschle (D-S.D.): 

he question before us at the end of these 
100 days isn’t: Who stands for change? 
Clearly, both parties do. The issue is: What 
kind of change is it going to be? 

In these past 100 days. Democrats and Re- 
publicans have joined together to make changes in how 
the government works. Where we have divided, and 
sharply, is over the question of who the government 
should be working for. 

And on that question, day after day, the difference be- 
tween the two parties has become clearer and clearer. 

While claiming to place government on the side of work- 
ing Americans, over the past 100 days the Republicans 
have shown their true loyalties: to the forces of privilege 
and power who need no help and deserve no special favors. 

We all know that we can never balance the federal budg- 
et, create new jobs and raise our standard of living without 
attacking obsolete and. wasteful government spending. But 
that’s not what Republicans in Congress have been doing. 

Instead, they have hammered programs that provide op- 
portunities for our children — school lunches, college schol- 
arships, educational reform, student loans — while sparing, 
and even increasing, government subsidies and tax breaks 
for the very wealthy and the largest corporations. 

And for all the tough talk, at the end of these 100 days, 
none of the cutting that has been done by the Republican 
Congress has moved us to a balanced federal budget— not 
even close. 

Instead, the Republicans have passed bills to slash taxes 
for the rich and allow many large corporations to stop pay- 
ing income taxes altogether. They’ve bowed to special in- 
terest demands to weaken the laws that protect our health 
and safety. And they have given lobbyists unprecedented 
access and influence. 

No wonder the legislation emerging from the Republi- 
can Congress favors the powerful interests: their lobbyists 
are actually sitting in committee rooms writing it. 

There has been change, all right, but by and large, it 
isn’t the change you voted for. Instead, it is America’s 
middle-class families that are getting shortchanged, again. 

What the Republican Congress has produced is not a 
“Contract With America” but a plan that’s lost contact with 


the real America: with middle-class families who are strag- 
gling harder and harder to stay even and who have less and 
less time to spend with their kids. ; 

Democrats want to work with the Republicans whenl'we 
can, but most of all, we are committed to standing on your 
side. So when the Republicans pick the powerful and spe- 
cial interests over you, we will fight them every step of She 
way. 

And it isn’t just Democrats who are troubled by: this. 
Many of Speaker Gingrich’s ideas are so extreme, so Unfair 
and so wrong that even the Republican-controlled Senate 
will refuse to pass them. S 

When Republicans tried to stop new health and safety 
rules— rules to set safe standards for mammograms and 
drinking water— the Senate said no. The Senate ha^re- 
jected House Republican cuts in education programs’Tand 
many Senate Republicans have joined Democrats im ques- 
tioning Speaker Gingrich’s tax plan. : 

And I believe that Democrats will have Republicafr-lelp 
in rejecting his proposals to eliminate 100,000 new ppce 
and to end college scholarships for young people ready to 
serve their communities. • 

In these 100 days, the House has passed many bilfeBut 
as Dick [Gephardt] said, nothing — nothing — has- been 
done to help you with the bills you must pay each month: 
your credit cards, your mortgage, your car and loan pay- 
ments. 

In the next 100 days, we ask Republicans to work- with 
us to change this country and to make the government 
work for you. Tonight, we call on the Republicans t&.joio 
with us to address three specific challenges in the'fdavs 
ahead. »«= 

First, let’s work together to make health insurai^ af- 
fordable and available, to all Americans and to make gue a 
family does not lose its coverage when parents change jobs 
or find themselves out of work. S? 

Second, let s work together to make college costs-more 
affordable, not less. Let’s expand opportunitiesS-not 
shrink them— for parents who are trying to send them kids 
to school and for adults who are trying— on top of every- 
thing else— to go back to school and improve their sUfils. 

And third, let s pass a plan that replaces the current 
welfare system with one that helps people work their way- 
out of poverty, without punishing young children ip the 
process. That was President Clinton’s proposal in 3992, 
and the time for Congress to act is now. J 

We’re ready to sit down with Republican leader^'right 
away to begin work on these priorities. I believe that' jf Re- 
publicans and Democrats do what is right for you, we can 
make the second hundred days truly historic: a time -when 
we finally begin to make this a government of and for the 
people. ... j. 




